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do so, Gladstone at least had no intention of making Welsh
Disestablishment a serious issue, The whole of Wales
had been accustomed for years to regard Gladstone with an
admiration bordering upon idolatry. They knew quite well
that he was a High Churchman, than which there were
few things they disliked more} and it is surely a fine
testimonial to the political sense of the Welsh people that,
with all their intense Nonconformity, they gave their whole-
hearted support to Gladstone, who appeared to them to be
little better than a Papist, and to John Morley, knowing him
to be an Agnostic. One of the writer's earliest recollections
is of the day of Gladstone's funeral. He was in a small
town in North Wales; and on that day of real mourning
every shop and office was closed, every blind drawn, and
the whole population thronged the chapels for memorial
services* For any Welsh Member, and especially for a
young one, to impugn the good faith of the great leader,
and to head an opposition to him, was a very serious and
hazardous undertaking,
That in the matter of Disestablishment Gladstone could
not be trusted, and consequently ought to be opposed, was
the conclusion come to by Lloyd George in the course of a
visit to Hawarden, whither he had gone with a thousand
loyal supporters of the G.O.M, from Caernarvonshire* For
on that occasion he had had a plain talk with the veteran
statesman, and utterly failed to extract from him an un-
equivocal promise to include the desired measure in the
programme with which the Liberal Party would go to the
country at the next General Election, From that hour,
Lloyd George considered and called himself a Welsh
Nationalist rather than a Liberal; and so he remained
until the reconstituting of the Liberal Party under Camp-
bell-Bannerman at the close of the Boer War, In his
militant nationalism he, at that time, went further than